
Here are links to stories written about or by people who were in 

sheltered workshops and moved out to get a real job. 

 

1. Allison: Tailoring on-the-job supports to the individual and the 

workplace 

... she held other jobs in the community 

but also worked in 

a sheltered workshop, which she 

described as "very boring." Her parents 

have noted that ...  Read Allison’s story 

at http://www.realworkstories.org/on-the-job-supports/allison-tailoring-on-

the-job-supports-to-the-individual-and-the-workplace 
 

2. Brian: Using personal networks in the job search 

... Brian is a young man who has spent the last 

few years at a sheltered workshop. He is good 

at reading and math and is detail oriented. His 

first ... 

Read Brian’s story at: 

http://www.realworkstories.org/networking/brian-using-personal-

networks-in-the-job-search 

 

3. Paul: Interviewed 3 Peers Who Are Working After 

Being At A Sheltered Workshop. 

In 2002, the work center as we knew it, closed down… 

Read Paul’s story at: http://www.gmsavt.org/wp-

content/uploads/2015/07/Pauls-Story.pdf 
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4. Emilea: Finding the Resources to Start a Coffee Shop 

... What's important: Emilea started out working 

in a sheltered workshop, but she and her family 

were interested in community employment. ... 

Read Emilea’s story at: 

http://www.realworkstories.org/self-

employment/emilea-finding-the-resources-to-start-a-coffee-shop 

 

5. SRVS Closes Sheltered Workshop 

This is a one-minute video of worker with a disability working at his new 

job after leaving a sheltered workshop. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLkV2p_a_gU 

 

6. An Article from the Minneapolis Tribune includes an awesome video 

of self-advocates who are working. Some were in the workshop – some 

were not. To find the video after you click into the link for the article 

http://www.startribune.com/Vermont-took-bold-step-to-end-segregation-of-

disabled-adults/330697181/  Then you need to scroll down and the video is 

on the right. It’s titled, “Vermont's dark history finds redemption in the stories 

of entrepreneur Rachel Wollum, "shining star" Kate Daley and scarred 

survivors.” 

 

#7 Parent perspective on sheltered 

workshop conversion 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wFf5bCnP4c 
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